UK Boiler testing rules changes. Spring 2007.

The following changes to the ‘Examination And Testing/rfiature Steam Boilers’
code of practice (Spring 2007) have now been agreed and acbgp¢eding
insurers in the UK.

These new rules effect those originally set out inNtbes Edition 2006 code of
practice, these being the ones | detailed for you iradieepost.

What follows are extracted clauses (in italics)resy/tare written, followed by, where
it is felt beneficial, a line or two by me in order tardy.

I ntroduction, Page 3, para 4;

Smal | boilers (i.e boilers with a capacity of not nore than 3.0 bar-
litres) are exenpted fromthe requirements of this code. However, it
is recommended that small boilers be fitted with, at |east, a safety
val ve and a pressure gauge and that these be tested every 12 nonths
in order to ensure correct operation at the correct rel ease pressure.
The boiler and the pipework installation should

also be checked at least every 12 months.

This is good news for the majority of you, since it doubiesoriginal exemption
figure of 1.5 bar/ litre capacity, and is the biggest chdimya a model boating point
of view. Basically it now means that at least 85% ofmodel boat boilers are now
exempt from the requirements of the new codee.they DO NOT need to be
Tested

A telephone call, made to the notifying body/publisherthe$e new rules, confirmed
that'EXEMPT’ also includes the steam test requirements.

Having said this, they then highlighted/emphasised theme@ndation made in the
statement above, and | must agree that they shoufdgdemented by everyone, for
your own safety, as well as that of other bystandersactinal fact | am surprised
that these were not made MANDATORY.



For the remainder of you (those with boilers greatan th bar/litre capacity) you will
still be required to get your boilers pressure tested/elgears and steam tested
every year (Max 14 months) , however, the followingngfes have been made to the
steam test rules.......

10 Steam Test

10.1 An examination under steam pressure shall be undertaken, a)
before first placing the boiler into service, b) after every
hydraulic test, and c) at intervals not exceeding fourteen nonths.

10.2 The boiler shall be steamed and further exam nations carried out
as pressure is rising and whilst the boiler is at working pressure.

10. 3 Correct operation of the following itens shall be verified:

- Boiler water feeding arrangenents by at |east two i ndependent neans
(hand punp, injectors, nechanical punp, etc.)

- Pressure gauge

- The water gauge(s) should be bl own down and the water shoul d be
seen to recover to its level without delay.

On boilers of less than 10 bar-litre capacity with a total interna
vol une not exceeding two (2) litres it is acknow edged that the
provision of two i ndependent nmeans of water feed arrangenent may not
be possi bl e. Therefore for the purpose of testing of these boilers:

a) One (1) neans of water feed arrangenent is acceptable.

b) Water in the gauge glass nust recover its |level without delay
fol |l owi ng novenent of the boiler

c) Water gauges fitted to boats whose boilers fall within this
size category do not have to be capabl e of being bl own down.

The water gauge and pressure gauge should be clearly visible.

10. 4 The boiler shall then be steamed at maximumfiring rate and with
full blower operation. The test shall be continued for sufficient
tine as to allow the Inspector to be satisfied that stable conditions
have been attained. The operation of the safety val ves shall be
checked to ensure that they operate at working pressure and that
pressure does not rise by nore than 10% of the working

pressure during safety valve operation.

| would think that the paragraph in bold italics will cotlee new requirements for
most of you.

A single means of adding water, whilst under pressure as&the form of...a hand
operated pump via a non-return valve....an external pump (stealectric) via a
non-return valve...( in the case of a steam pump thenyitb@anecessary to have this
driven from a separate boiler (certified if required).siraple alternative would be to
replace the normal filler cap with a ‘Goodal’ valve..esk allow the addition of water
from a suitably modified squeezy bottle (both avail@olsnmercially)...and often
used on Garden Railway Loco’s.



On the surface of it, these new rules are great faw®u as users...and, in theory,
good for me, as a manufacturer, however, | am requwethw, under theale of
goods actamongst others to ensure that my products are safe for public use, and
therefore | will continue to fully test all ACS boite regardless of size, and issue a
valid test certificate (4 yr) as normal.

Happy sailing.

Sandy Campbell (Proprietor ACS Engineering)



