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WENTWORTH’S iconic P.S. Ruby 
steamed her way to Buronga this 
week where she is expected to 
spend the rest of the month un-
dergoing maintenance repairs.

While on the slip, a band of 
volunteers will strip, caulk and 
re-paint her hull, the work over-
seen by Captain Leon Wagner.

“Our volunteer team will be 
working seven days a week to get 
through these tasks as quickly as 
possible,” Captain Wagner said.

“We are expecting the hull 
timbers to be in good condition, 
but considerable caulking will be 
required.”

The  Ruby slipped out of Went-
worth on Wednesday, stopped 
overnight just short of the Ab-
botsford Bridge before proceed-
ing bright and early yesterday.

The Ruby steamed at pace past 
Johnson’s Bend, signifi cant be-
cause it was from this stretch of 
the Murray River that the Rotary 

Club of Wentworth retrieved her 
as a rotting hulk back  in 1968.

Club members towed Ruby 
back to Wentworth and arranged 
for her to be displayed on dry 
land Fotherby Park.

The Wentworth branch of the 
National Trust then rallied the 
Wentworth community to get be-
hind a campaign to ‘Save The PS 
Ruby’, raising funds by staging a 
Gala Ball to get the  restoration 
‘ball rolling’. 

Volunteer board members 
and skilled local craftsmen have 
volunteered their time, labour 
and expertise during the past 
decade to bring Ruby back from 
the brink. She is now back on the 
water, and in better shape than 
ever. 

Valued at  $750,000, the P.S. 
Ruby is now a major Wentworth 
community and tourism icon. 
The Ruby will commence her 
primary commercial work later 

this year when she cruises for 
the fi rst for the P.S. Ruby Voyage 
of Discovery Youth Leadership 
Cruises.

“There will be no public ac-
cess or inspection opportunities 
while she is in the slipway,” Cap-
tain Wagner said. “However,  we 
are expecting to have her back in 
Wentworth from early May when 
she will re-open for public inspec-
tion every Tuesday and Wednes-
day from 10am to 2pm.” 

P.S. Ruby slips her moorings and heads for Buronga

By GRANT MAYNARD

BEFORE Wentworth’s pub-
lic school was established in 
1860, education in the thriv-
ing river port town was the 
preserve of the private sector.

Parents paid to have their 
children schooled, and ac-
cording to the history books 
at that time one of the private 
teachers was George McDon-
nell.

A Scotsman, and universi-
ty-educated widower, he had 
begun teaching in Wentworth 
in 1859, but had also writ-
ten to the then Board of Na-
tional Education explaining 
his interest in establishing a 
national, or public, school in 
the town.

“I have the honour to an-
nounce that matters here are 
in such a state of forwardness 
that a site for the school has 
been obtained and that a call 
has been made for tenders, 
the money required having 
been nearly all subscribed,” 
George wrote.

In a nutshell, that meant 
that the good citizens of 
Wentworth must have been 
just as keen to see a school 
established – having pledged 
their money up front to have 
it built.

Not many weeks later, 
George made a formal appli-
cation for the establishment 
of the school.

That was the beginning 
of what was to become a tu-
multuous journey for all con-
cerned, because for all intents 
and purposes, Wentworth 
was, in those days, at the ends 
of the earth despite its impor-
tance as a commercial hub for 

the surrounding grazing in-
dustry and a major port.

The fi rst school house was 
erected with haste, a wooden 
building measuring six me-
tres (20 feet) by 12 metres (40 
foot) and opened its doors 
to its fi rst pupils on May 18, 
1860. 

George McDonnell re-
signed from the post of teach-
er in April 1861, but assured 

the Board of National educa-
tion he would stay until his 
successor was appointed.

The position was fi lled by 
Mrs Elizabeth Thring, who 
had been running a private 
boarding school in the town.

Mrs Thring was assisted 
by her daughter and took up 
teaching in June 1861.

The change of teachers 
at the school was to become 

common during ensuring 
years as they came and went 
for various reasons.

And at times these meant 
the school was closed for pe-
riods at a time. It was also 
closed due to fl ood and heat, 
and the subject of reports 
both good and bad by school 
inspectors.

The school residence was 
always a bone of contention 

in those early days.
When a William Gordon 

became teacher in 1869 he 
complained that there was 
no residence and that he was 
forced to live, at great expense, 
in a hotel.

Wentworth, it appears, 
was a very expensive place 
to live in those days. Under-
standable as everything had 
to be shipped in by riverboat 

or come overland by bullock 
wagon.

He was given an allow-
ance to rent a residence.

In September 1869 the 
foundation stone was laid for 
a new brick school, to com-
prise classroom accommoda-
tion for 128 pupils, in two 
rooms, and a three-room resi-
dence. It was to be a standard 
plan as used in a number of 
places in New South Wales.

The new school was fi n-
ished in April 1870, but still 
the challenges persisted.

In March 1880, then 
teacher Carl Meyer  – who had 
started at the school in 1878 
– complained bitterly about 
the long delays in forwarding 
school materials.

The suppliers pointed out 
that the goods had to be sent 
via Adelaide, and that the di-
rect steamers from Sydney to 
Adelaide sailed just once a 
month.

In the winter of that year, 
the same teacher applied for a 
fuel allowance,  saying “fi re-
wood, which is very scare 
about Wentworth, is dearer 
than in Sydney.”

But he was refused with 
the education board ruling: 
“The climate of Wentworth 
is not exceptionally cold in 
winter.”

He also applied for an 
extension to the residence 
saying: “As I write this, the  
thermometer is at 114 de-
grees”. That heat seems to 
have affected his arithmetic as 
he went onto write that each 
rooms “scarcely average 12 
square feet”.

A another reasonable 
complaint under the circum-

Wentworth Public School is 150 years old this year. It’s a laudable milestone, and one 
even more signifi cant when you learn that opening a school in far western 

Learning to cope with
ALL TOGETHER NOW: Head teacher Mr Mulholland, lady teacher • 

Miss Campbell, and assistant teacher Herbert Woodhead with the school 
student population in the 1880s.

69 LANGTREE MALL, MILDURA
PH: 5023 1844

       CATALOGUE 
IN TODAYS
EDITION

RADIO SCANNER

SPECIAL

19 Pine Avenue, Mildura
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RX 1300
Wide Band Radio Scanner
Features
- Frequency Range: 150khz - 1309mhz
  Including aviation N.D.B.5
- Channel Scanning
- Priority Scanning
- Dual Watch Capability
- Direct Frequency Input
- Adjustable Squelch Control
- Scanner Reciever Antenna
- Rechargeable Battery Pack
- Earphone
- Charger Cradle
- Power Adapter
- Lanyard Strap
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